HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN?
industries which provide the necessary half-finished
products. And finally all those factories whose peace-
time production is not considered vital to the State,
and which could therefore be taken over with their
plant and workers for war production.
The inventory is reported to be a very thorough
one and to give the British government a very fan-
idea of what quantities of shells, machine-guns, motors,
aeroplanes, munitions, etc., it could hope to obtain
within a given period after the outbreak of war.
Special attention has also been paid to the question
of the numbers of skilled workers available, the num-
ber required, the number of processes which have
been or could speedily be mechanized so that they
could be performed by unskilled workers or by skilled
workers from other branches of industry.
It was on the basis of this inventory that the plan
for the erection of shadow factories was drawn up,
i.e. the government plan for the erection of supplemen-
tary plant to make up for all shortages the inventory
had revealed. We have previously dealt with the
shadow-factory system in the aero-industry, but the
plan is not confined to air supplies. The reason why
most has been heard of these works is due to the fact
that Great Britain's air armaments have come more
under the fire of public criticism, and secondly, to the
fact that the peace-time requirements of any country
in the matter of aeroplanes are incomparably less than
its war-time requirements so that the enlargement of
productive capacity is a particularly urgent matter.
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